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SUBJECT: ITALIAN REACTIONS TO MAYAGUEZ INCIDENT 

1. WITH EXCEPTION OF COMMUNIST ORIENTED PRESS, BOTH MEDIA 
AND PRIVATE COMMENTS REFLECT APPROVAL OF PRESIDENT FORD'S USE 
OF FORCE TO GAIN RELEASE OF MAYAGUEZ AND ITS CREW. GENERAL 
INTERPRETATION IS THAT AMERICA HAS TAKEN A STEP IN REASSERTING 
ITS AUTHORITY IN THE WORLD WHILE RESTORING A MEASURE OF 
NATIONAL UNITY AT HOME. 

2. TYPICAL OF THE PRESS COMMENT IS FRONT-PAGE SIGNED EDITORIAL 
OF MICHELE TITO IN "CORRIERE DELLA SERA” MAY 16. TITO WRITES 
THAT "AMERICA HAS RESTORED NOT ONLY BETTER UNDERSTANDING BE- 
TWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND THE CONGRESS, BUT A PART OF ITS 
CREDIBILITY.” AT ANOTHER POINT HE NOTES THAT "THE INCIDENT 

HAS COME AT THE RIGHT MOMENT AND WAS BOLDLY USED AND DRAMA- 
TIZED.” WRITING IN "ILL GIORNALE,” ENZO BETTIZA STRESSES THAT 
THE CRISIS CREATED A SITUATION IN WHICH AMERICA "FOUND ITSELF 
SUDDENLY UNITED." TITO DE STEFANO OF "IL GIORNO” NOTES THAT 
"THE UNITED STATES COMES OUT OF THIS TEST WITH FULL HONORS. 

IT HAS ALSO DEMONSTRATED THAT THE AMERICAN PRESENCE IN ASIA IS 
STILL A REALITY AND A NECESSITY, AND THIS COUNTERS ISOLATIONIST 
TRENDS." 
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3. PREDICTABLY, THE COMMUNIST ORIENTED PRESS IS CRITICAL OF 
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THE OPERATION, ALTHOUGH IN SOMEWHAT MUTED TONES. THE COMMUNIST 
PARTY'S DAILY "L'UNITA" OBSERVES THE US PRESIDENT AND THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE "REMAIN HOPELESSLY ANCHORED TO THE OLD 
VISION." IN A SOMEWHAT MORE RESTRAINED CRITICISM "PAESE 
SERA'S" AUGUSTA LIVI NOTES THAT "FORD HAS SLAMMED HIS FIST 
ON THE TABLE... BUT HAS NOT SUCCEEDED IN REVERSING THE... 

FAILURE OF AMERICAN STRATEGY." HE ADDS THAT "FORD'S AMERICAN 
REFRAINED FROM REPEATING THE TRAGIC ERROR OF THE GULF OF 
TONKIN." 

4. PRIVATE COMMENTS OF FOREIGN MINISTRY AND MEDIA CONTACTS 
WITH WHOM WE HAVE TALKED HAVE BEEN UNANIMOUSLY FAVORABLE. 
THEY HAVE STRESSED THAT BY MOVING QUICKLY AND AUTHORITATIVELY. 
THE US HAS TAKEN A STEP FORWARD RESTORING ITS PRESTIGE IN THE 
WORLD. VOLPE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SHIP DETENTION, INNOCENT PASSAGE, MAYAGUEZ SS, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 16 MAY 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: greeneet 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975ROME07176 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 74-0007 
From: ROME 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750544/aaaabnyp.tel 

Line Count: 76 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: greeneet 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 04 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <04 JUN 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <15 OCT 2003 by greeneet> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ITALIAN REACTIONS TO MAYAGUEZ INCIDENT 
TAGS: PFOR, PINT, IT, CB, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



